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Section 1  

City of Liberty Lake Specific Area Plan Application  

 

 

1.1  River District Specific Area Plan Application  

 

Refer to Original Proposed River District Specific Area Plan 

Overlay Submittal -  July 2008, for Application  
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Section 2  

Project Overview  

 

 

2.1  Project Overview  

Development and Implementation Principles for the 

River District Specific Area Plan (SAP)  

2.2  River District Specific Area Master Plan  
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2.1 Project Overview  
 
Development and Implementation Principles for 
the River District Specific Area Plan (SAP)  
 

Introduction to the River District Specific Area Plan  

The best loved neighborhoods all have a special quality.  A ósense of 
placeô that is created when the tangible elements of a place are 

interwoven with those intangibles of family, friends and experiences.  
Together they become the social fabric of community.  This social fabric 

becomes stronger as more threads are added.  Great communities 
have a fabric that is woven with threads of housing, retail, commercial, 
office, parks, public art, trails, walkable neighborhoods and 

interconnected uses.  Creating a great community takes planning, 
attention to detail and patience.  Too often communities do not achieve 

their potential when a key component is forgotten or not fully 

developed.  

River District Goals:  

1.  River District is designed as a ñCompact, Complete 
Communityò 
 

Traditional neighborhood developments are compact and complete. 
Compact development patterns (for both residential and commercial 

uses), can promote a more efficient use of land and lower the costs 

of providing public infrastructure and services.  

This type of development also means the development is designed 

for the human scale. The human scale is defined as the relationship 
between the dimensions of the human body and the proportion of 

the spaces which people use. This includes paying attention to 
walking distances, the height of buildings, the design of street lights 

and signs, sidewalks, and other features.  

A development that is compact and complete can also promote 
social interaction by including civic spaces such as parks and public 

buildings. It also means residential, commercial, and civic buildings 
are interconnected and within close proximity of each other in order 

to encourage people to walk between the various uses.  

 River District Compact Development Objectives:  

Â The River District will contain housing, shops, workplaces, 
parks and civic facilities essential to the daily life of the 
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residents and connected by a system of sidewalks and pathways  

Â The River District community has a center focus that combines 
commercial, civic, cultural and recreational uses where civic 

buildings and squares reinforce the identity of the neighborhood  

Â The River District contains an integrated system of parks and 
open spaces in the form of greenways and parks designed for 

frequent and multiple use.  

Â An economically diverse variety of housing types (single family 

homes, alley homes, townhomes, condominium homes and 
apartment homes) and a broad range of commercial and civic 

uses.  

River District Compact Development Implementation  

Principles:  

Â Neighborhoods that can be walked from the neighborhood edge 

to a mixed -use center in five to ten minutes  

Â Parks/open space that are accessible by walking from all 

residential areas within five minutes  

Â Sidewalks at least 6 feet wide in residential areas and 6 to 12 

feet in mixed -use and commercial areas. Parkway strips of 5 to 
10 feet that buffer pedestrians from traffic and allow tree 

planting.   

Â Street and block patterns that form an interconnected grid with 
block faces that are generally between 300 and 900 feet with an 

average of 500 feet in length.  

Â Mixed use development forms, including ñResidential Urban 

Villagesò with higher density development (up to 30 du/acre) 
and commercial mixed use (up to 75,000 square feet); and 
small scale ñNeighborhood Villagesò with commercial uses (up to 


