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Ferndale Library Project Receives New $500,000 Challenge Match!

rachmyers May 9, 2013 3:25 pm

The Whatcom Community Foundation announced that a new additional $500.000 matching gift has been pledged to the new Ferndale Library Project by an
anonymous donor. According to Mauri Ingram, Community Foundation President and CEO, “The Ferndale community continues to support this project in
incredible ways. This latest major gift will match all new donations to the project and make the new Ferndale Library a flagship project for the community
to be enjoyed for generations.”

The Community Foundation was authorized to announce the new gift after the previous $1 million challenge was met. As a result, every dollar of the
$550.000 levy recently approved by Ferndale voters will be matched. Roughly $250,000 of the bond was matched by the previous $1 million match, with
the remaining amount matched by the new gift.

While the new library as budgeted will serve the community well, there are upgrades and items such as additional technology and energy efficiencies that
will make it an even more valuable asset to the Ferndale community. Library staff and city leaders are working with the architect team to identify the
features which are most important to include now that this additional funding is available. Whatcom County Library System Executive Director Christine
Perkins adds, “What a treat to have this extra support for the new Ferndale Library. As this project took shape. we scaled back our original plans in order to
meet our budget. This new support will help us restore some key features for library patrons.”
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Ferndale Library | SHKS Architects

Ferndale Library

The Femdale library combines emergent ideas about
21st century libraries with long-standing traditions of
community gathering. Developed in collaboration with
community members, City, and Library staff, the 15000
sf library affirms the continuing relevance of libraries in
rural communities.

Femdale. WA
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New Ferndale Library - City of Ferndale
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The City of Opportunity

New Ferndale Library
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Since 2006 the City of Ferndale, in cooperation with the
Whatcom County Library System and supporters of the local
library, have sought to build a new facility for the community.

On April 23, 2013, Ferndale residents will vote during a special
election as to whether they would like to approve an excess
property tax levy for the final $550,000 of the proposed $5.4
million project. About 59 percent of the project’s financing has
so far been donated privately thanks to the hard work of the
Whatcom Community Foundation. The election would account
for about 9 percent of project costs.

Until from 1992 until 2011, the Ferndale Public Library building
was on Main Street, but patrons began to express concerns
about its size and functionality. An assessment was done in 2006
spelling out the need for a larger facility with expanded parking,
more community meeting space and other amenities the
existing facility did not have. That same year an anonymous
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New Ferndale Library - City of Ferndale

donor offered $1 million toward the construction of a new
facility. Since then, thanks to a commitment from City officials
and aggressive fundraising by the Whatcom Community
Foundation, the project is near the finish line to begin
construction.

This page serves as the repository for information related to the
new Ferndale library project. Click the links below for additional
details.

Links & Documents

 History of the Ferndale Public Library & New Facility
Project

* Whatcom Community Foundation New Library
Fundraising site

« 2013 Election Fact Sheet

Home » Government » Departments » Public Works » Public Works
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City Hall: PO Box 936/2095 Main St., Ferndale, WA 98248. Phone: (360) 384-4302. Hours: 9a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday

- Friday
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New Ferndale Library Fact Sheet

The new 15,000 square foot Ferndale Public Library will be located near City Hall on the
west end of Main Street. The new library will be within a 10- minute walk of the
downtown core. By 2018, the city estimates that approximately 1500 residents will be
within a 10-minute walk of the library.

Connected to the Natural Environment

The building has been sited to take advantage of a connection to Schell Marsh, along
with a view of Mount Baker from the community meeting room. Designed to access as
much natural light as possible, the space features 4 atriums and numerous skylights
allowing daylight to illuminate much of the library.



A wall of windows will line the back of the library, where a quiet area with tables and
chairs will be positioned. The library will offer free wifi access with numerous seating
areas for kids, teens and adults.

Designed to Create Accessible Community Meeting Spaces

Along with a large Community Room that will accommodate up to 80 people, the new
library will feature a conference room for groups of 12 to 14, plus 2 smaller study rooms.
The building is configured so that the Community Room, and the Conference Room will
be accessible after hours for community organizations and clubs to use.

For more information on the design of the New Ferndale Library, please contact Sarah
Koehler, Ferndale Library Branch Manager, at sarah.koehler@wcls.org, or by phone at
360-384-3687.



